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Thank you, God.
 Forever, I Am grateful and blessed for all the individuals you have put in my life.

VVal Abugattas, Mark Acetelli, Carlos Ballbe’, Rick Barnett, Mathew Bloom, Pastor Tom & Donna 
Baran, Julianne DeMedici, Judith Dunn, Brandon Zane Edwards, Geoff & Mira Fox, Robert A. 
Hittel, Stacy Jenkins, Jonathon Johnson, Robert Johnson, Allen Konis, Barbara Krakower, Mark 
& Gerrilyn LeClair, Michelle Lee, Marla Litsky, Brad & Cynthia Loewen, Linda Mariano, Michael 
McClain, Lu Meade, Dan Menta, Omar Perez, June & Julio Prestipino, Robert M. Roselli, 

Anthony Scime, Eric & Kelly Smith, Marianne Stokes, Joseph Tosta, David & Kelly Tosta, Steven 
Tosta, Nicholas Tosta, Jason S. Tosta, Lori Wadsworth, Patti Wagner, and Steven Winkler.

“My friends and family are the beings through whom God loves me.”
- Saint Martin

“And ever has it been known that love knows not its own depth until the hour of separation.”
- Khalil Gibran

“If you find someone who makes you smile, who checks up on you often to see if you'“If you find someone who makes you smile, who checks up on you often to see if you're okay. 
Who watches out for you and wants the best for you. Who loves and respects you.                           

Don't let them go. People like that are hard to find.”
- Franz Kafka

“I believe there is a place that exists within, it is a place of clarity and vision, where life                  
moves in agreement with a high consciousness.”

- Michael Joseph





ABOUT US

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves: we are Elaine (R.I.P.) and Michael      
Joseph, owners of Artblend. Together, we had been best friends, husband and wife, and 
business partners for over 37 years.
 
ArtblendArtblend was established in 2005 as a store-front business located in Fort Lauderdale, FL, 
offering Gallery Exposure, Multimedia Marketing, Art Book Publishing, and Art Fair Exhibitions to 
artists from around the world.  Our company was designed to bring artists vast exposure, and to 
attract art buyers. We had developed a unique strategy and concept, proven by the success of 
Michael Joseph Photography, and now an art business model currently replicated by the art 
industry at large.                      
 
OverOver the past 17 years, Artblend employed a vast team of award-winning and knowledgeable 
individuals. We were all very well organized and worked with a sense of urgency. Of course, as 
the owners, we always remained accessible to you if you had any questions or concerns. 
 
Since the opening of our doors, we continued to share with our community, build lasting 
relationships, benefit charities, and to support the arts globally.

OnOn behalf of Artblend, I speak for us all when I sincerely say “Thank You” to all those that have 
supported us and we intended to make proud - our families, friends, artists, and art patrons. 

As the saying goes, “as one door closes, another opens”, and with that said, this is the final 
publication of our, Art Book. For those that would care to look back, indulge in a bit of nostalgia, 
and share some heart felt memories, all our books can be viewed at www.artblend.com for free.





“Bean”
Be Free. Rest In Peace.
See You In Heaven.
Love, Michael

Child of God. Enjoyed nature,
animals, art, and music.

Best friend, wife, and business
partner for 37 years. 

In Loving Memory

Elaine Michelle Joseph

12/31/68 - 02/01/22





“Let the memory of Elaine Michelle be with us forever.
A flight of butterflies carrying you from earth to heaven, rest in peace and be free, Laine!”

Born on December 31, 1968 in New London, Connecticut, United States
Passed away on February 1, 2022 in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, United States

ItIt is with great sadness, the family of Elaine Michelle Joseph (Stokes) share her passing on 
February 1, 2022 after a long illness. She resided in Fort Lauderdale, Florida and was 53 years 
young.

ElaineElaine is originally from North Stonington, Connecticut, graduating from Wheeler High School 
and went on to excel in the field of music and art. Elaine is survived by her husband, Michael 
Joseph of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, her mother, Marianne Stokes of Colchester, Connecticut, as 
well as five siblings – Patricia Wagner (John) of Colchester, Connecticut, Nancy LoPriore of Hope 
Valley, Rhode Island, Tami Gaudreau (Gilles) of Plainfield, Connecticut, Michael Stokes (Laurie) of 
Groton, Connecticut, and Julianne deMedici of Las Vegas, Nevada. Elaine also leaves behind 
many nieces and nephews.

ElaineElaine was predeceased by her brother, Shawn Rene Stokes (age 7), Christina Stokes (age 59  
and her father, Robert Malcolm Stokes (age 89).

ElaineElaine loved gymnastics, taking some instruction in her younger years but her “true” love was 
music and art. She relocated to Florida, loving the warmer weather. Once in Florida she became 
involved in establishing Artblend Gallery alongside her husband. They were a sensational “team”! 
With Elaine as Executive Director and Michael as the Producer, the duo established an exciting 
business fueled by Elaine’s love of art. It was Elaine managing Michael’s photography career that 
made Artblend a reality.

ElaineElaine Joseph had an extensive career history in management, marketing, promotion, and 
advertising. Prior to the creation of Artblend, she worked with several leading companies in the 
music and entertainment industry as well as major retail stores, including Transworld 
Entertainment, New England Video, The Musicland Group, Compact Disc World, Blockbuster 
Video, and Victoria’s Secret. She received multiple awards and recognition for her record-setting 
accomplishments.

ElaineElaine was passionate about being involved with the Toys for Tots organization and, along with 
Michael, hosted the local Fort Lauderdale drive for several years. It always culminated with a 
festive Winter Holiday Party at the Artblend Gallery.

Elaine was also involved in animal rescues and loved her adorable Maine Coon cats...Snub, 
Squeeky, and Minchy.

ELAINE MICHELLE JOSEPH





We welcome you to take a journey through the vivid pages of Art Book 2022. We are very excited 
about this fifteenth publication, which brings you talent from around the world. It is our aim to 
hold your attention with the best of the best in this final publishing venture.

The Art Book was always met with much praise and successful growth, thanks to the support of 
artists, the art community, and significantly, the widening audience provided by online 
readership.

OurOur intention has always been to present artist profiles in an organized and structured way and 
will resonate far beyond our city’s borders to world-wide relevance. We planned to attract the 
most talented artists’ and give them space to present their art. In short, we intended to be a 
resource book that’s well-written and well-illustrated, which you will discover for yourself in our 
striking Artists’ Profiles.

TheThe Art Book maintained a careful balance between imagery and editorial content. We had no 
fluff, no filler. We accomplished this with a bold, exciting, and inspiring layout and design. This 
was our commitment to you. This valuable art resource had consistently increased circulation 
with its mass distribution at newsstands, major art fairs, direct mailing, within our gallery, and 
online.

TheThe Art Book had received critical acclaim and was brought to a pinnacle accomplishment when 
Elaine’s passion and tenaciousness landed it at over 650 Barnes & Noble Bookstores across the 
USA. To that, I say Bravo! 

Our pledge was to appeal to the national and international art market and keep our fingers on the 
pulse of the art industry. We anticipate that you will enjoy this final farewell issue of Art Book 
2022, as we present the most “creative minds at work.”

INTRODUCTION

Very truly,

Elaine Joseph

Best always,

Michael Joseph
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I had the pleasure to meet both Elaine and Michael when I moved from NY to Florida in 2003. I'm 
an artist and always wanted to be represented in and by a professional gallery. I met Michael first 
during a Gallery crawl where you go from gallery to gallery in one evening. As fate would have it, 
my daughter and I I walked into the second gallery which happened to be Michael's and we 
didn't continue with the crawl. I showed him some pictures of my work which he liked, and we 
talked about my art. He said if you bring me at least twelve paintings I will give you a show, but 
you must meet Shorty first (Elaine) and if she likes you and your work, you're in! 

So,So, we all met a week later in Las Vegas at a huge Art Expo show in the convention center. I was 
a little nervous after I had flown all the way to Vegas from Florida to possibly get a thumbs down.

Well, that's when I first saw the other half of the greatest "art gallery duo" I would come to know 
and love Shorty was beautiful inside and out, tough, kind, fair and honest, and I was blessed with 
her approval for my first show in which they sold two of my original paintings. 

Elaine,Elaine, Michael, and I would become lifelong friends as well as family! When I received the call 
from Michael that Shorty had passed, it broke my heart. Being a Christian gave me comfort to 
know she was in a better place with no pain. 

I will never forget our first meeting in Vegas or her beautiful smile and soul that lit up every room 
she entered. She will be missed but never forgotten! Her and Michael are and always will be in 
my prayers. May she Rest in Peace and may Michael and her family find peace.

"For"For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and leave 
this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself 
and not by human hands".  2 Corinthians 5:1

TheThe inspiration for the cover art came from Michael. He communicated to me that “their song” 
was "Wish You Were Here" by Pink Floyd (I encourage you to google the lyrics and play it right 
now!). He also told me about their special meaning of a "rainbow", which I worked the colors into 
this drawing. The symbolism of a lotus flower at the center of a circle, contained by the stones 
that make up a solid foundation, and the deep blue mystical outer edge. Michael said, the 
drawing exemplified their "soulmate" purpose here in the physical, as through the teachings of 
Jesus and Buddha - Patience, Kindness, Truth, Peace, and Love.

- Dan Menta, Artist- Dan Menta, Artist

ABOUT THE COVER



Building a family bond with Elaine and Michael is an understatement. Having worked with them 
now for almost 15 years has been beyond an incredible and fulfilling experience. So many 
accomplishments with Elaine at the helm and the guidance of Michael, and many memories to 
cherish. A strong and passionate rockstar gone far too soon. I know where you are now you are 
doing what you do best, commanding the room and taking care of those in need. Love you 

Michael and stay strong.

- Anthony Scime, Creative Director

A light who guided countless minds. A flame who ignited innumerable hearts. A light who guided countless minds. A flame who ignited innumerable hearts. Your brilliance 
and heat have touched the many lives who had the pleasure of your presence. Thank you, on 
behalf of those still here and those to come, for the wonders you have done and for the 

victories you have won. Returned to that place beyond time and space, within this world you 
will be remembered. 

- Jason S. Tosta, Editor

Elaine, you weElaine, you were a wonderful person, full of life and wit and savviness to whatever you did in 
life. Despite it all, you are now with no pain, and you will be Michael's Guardian Angel forever. 

You will be missed.

- Omar Perez, Website Developer

Elaine was a beautiful and wonderful woman. Her love and passion for the arts and pElaine was a beautiful and wonderful woman. Her love and passion for the arts and promoting 
the artwork of others showed in all that she did over the years. Together, Elaine and Michael 
truly impacted the lives of many artists and have enhanced our community. Elaine will truly be 

missed but will forever live on in our memories and heart. My deepest condolences.

- Robert Roselli, Attorney

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE



Cherish the memories and know there’s peace. I was very sad to learn because I knew the 
strength both were together- a true artistic powerhouse! Now Michael will have to work double 

as Elaine watches from heaven! My condolences to all.

- Adrienne Mazzone, Public Relations

All of us at Redwood Media Group were so sad to learn about Elaine’s passing. She will be missed 
by so many and remembered by those whose careers she launched. Her drive, professionalism, and 

love of the art world made her someone we were all glad to know. Rest in peace Elaine.

- Linda Mariano, Managing Di- Linda Mariano, Managing Director & Marketing 

My Dearest Brother Michael, although I never had the pleasure of meeting Elaine, her beauty as 
a person shines through your eyes, and words you use in the stories you’ve shared with me. 
Praise God for His mercy and grace that now Elaine has had all her tears wiped from her eyes 
and has been given her heavenly body and crown of jewels by our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ. 
Your strength comes from the Lord, and He will honor your dedication and faith as you now 

carry on the legacy for both you and Elaine. May God richly bless you.

- Ryan Critch, Realtor- Ryan Critch, Realtor

I never met you Elaine, but I was so looking forward to at an upcoming show. Thank you for all 
you gave to artists and the world of art, but I think the goal is not to live forever; I think the goal 

is to create something that will, and you surely have. Farewell, for now.

- Leslie Tucker, Artist



I was shocked to hear the passing of Elaine. She never appeared sick. She was so full of vitality 
and elegance every time I saw her at a gallery event at Artblend. She was too young to leave 
this earth. I am truly sorry for your loss and her families. May God give you the strength to 

endure this very difficult time. 

- Linda Levy, Artist

The love and The love and respect Elaine and Michael had for each other was evident to all who worked with 
them. Elaine was a beautiful woman, hardworking, professional, and correct in all her dealings. 
I only knew her professionally, but every so often she showed her mischievous smile, and I got 
a glimpse of the fun personality behind her business side. I am so sorry for her loss. Gone too 

soon, she will be missed by all who loved her.

- Patricia Maguire, Artist

I was so sad and sorry to I was so sad and sorry to read the email about Elaine’s passing. I know how close you were 
together. She was such a lovely person and a light for us all. I felt a kinship with her because of 
her love of the arts. I pray you find some consolation in your wonderful art business and con-

tinuing to work with artists, Michael. Sending comfort and blessings.

- Lily Mazurek, Art Director

The news of Elaine's passing bThe news of Elaine's passing brought incredible sadness to my heart. I had the occasion to 
speak with her a few times, usually about art business, but those few times left me with a 

strong sense of peace. She had that gift of speaking that made you feel like she has known you 
forever. She was a gentle and gracious soul. I know that her spirit will live on and guide you, 
Michael, as to continue the passion you both shared. Know that my prayers are with you and 

your family. May she rest in peace.

- Patricia Brintle, Artist



Today I received heartbreaking news about a family member. I said a family member because as 
a Publix associate, we treat our customers as family members, and that's where I met Elaine and 
Michael because I used to make their cakes for "every" event that they were having; she was 
charming, humbled, and always had a warming smile on her face. When I learned from Michael 
that she had passed. That deeply hurt my heart. Elaine will truly be missed, and I thank God that I 

had an opportunity to serve her as a customer of Publix and may her soul rest in peace.

- Roseline Orelus, Publix Associate

My husband Brad and I have known Michael for seven years starting with the art Hampton My husband Brad and I have known Michael for seven years starting with the art Hampton 
shows. As the years went by, Michael became like a son to us sharing our lives in our home in 
the summers during the shows. We never had the privilege to meet Elaine, but I felt Michael 
had deep love for her and concern each time he would visit us. He was in constant touch with 
her to make sure she was OK in Florida by herself. Brad and I got to love Michael very much 
and know how much he is devastated by the loss of his sweet Elaine. All we can do is stand by 
him, love him, and make sure that he always knows this dear sweet man is welcome in our 

arms at any time. arms at any time. 

- Cindy Loewen, Artist

Unfortunately, I never met Elaine in person, nevertheless my intuition tells me that she loved 
beauty. Beauty can be seen everywhere and is within creation itself. I, as so many, as you, have 
also lost many beloved ones. Beyond the grieve, loss and hurt, I have learned to honor their 
journey, through their laughter, love, memories, and guidance and call myself lucky, to have 
met that spouse, friend, mom - that soul. There are no words that can comfort a mom that has 
lost a child, the cruelest of pains. As a partner or spouse, you must learn to recover your own 
self, that got lost in that magical bond. I send all of you a big hug, from heart to heart, praying 
for your souls to find peace. Elaine, cafor your souls to find peace. Elaine, careless and happy, continue your journey towards the 

LIGHT and transmute to the afterlife with love.

- René Cheng, Artist



Artists are people who are engaged in creating, practicing, and demonstrating an art. They 
ingenuously express themselves. Have you ever wondered what influences an artist? Or   
wondered what their work space looks like? Or what music they listen to while creating their 
work? Within in this book, we are proud to draw your attention to these contemporary artists that 
have gained importance in the art world. They’re considered to be amongst the best, most 
talented and creative people making art today. See for yourself, what makes these inspiring 
people just so fascinating and how their artworks offer different inner and hidden meanings.
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Aquilino, Carlos - 24
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Armstrong, Lawrence R. - 26

Bilotta, Barbara - 27

Brintle, Patricia - 28Brintle, Patricia - 28

Cundiff, Jewell - 29

Cutler, Louise - 30

Defrancq, Pascale - 31

Devenitch, Kai - 32

Farester, Shawn - 33

Hwang, Mimi - 34

Johnson, Buena - 35

Jones, David Ronald - 36

Joseph, Michael - 37

Kost, Jamie - 38Kost, Jamie - 38

Lanier, Alex - 39

Mahood, Alan - 40

Maranello Design - 41



Masterpol, Rose - 42

Menta, Dan - 43

Nguyen, Dieu Thy - 44

Nguyen, Ha - 45

Pizzocaro, Anna Paola - 46

Powell, Doug - 47

Righetto, Alex - 48Righetto, Alex - 48

Rowland, Collin - 49

Russell, Susan Anne - 50

Sabree - 51

Sauer, Jason - 52

Schapiro, Angela P. - 53

Schuettinger, Bruce - MosArt - 54

Scime, Anthony - 55

Shepherd, Cathy - 56

Shipley, Phyllis - 57

Sora, Roxy - 58Sora, Roxy - 58

Swedroe, Robert - 59

Wilson, Jason - 60



Elements of Thoughts, oil on canvas, 40” x 30”

laurieyadams@gmail.com  |  www.laurieyeatesadams.com

LAURIE YEATES ADAMS

22



Pastel, oil on hardboard, 12” x 12”

nino@aliguoriart.me  |  www.aliguoriart.com

ALIGUORI ART

23



Levitating in the Landscape, oil on canvas, 64” x 51”

carlos.aquilino@gmail.com  |  www.carlosaquilino.com

CARLOS AQUILINO

24



Rolling Stones, mosiac guitar picks on canvas with maple hardwood surround, 37” x 61”

guitarpickartist@gmail.com  |  www.guitarpickartist.com 

JOHN ARENA

25



FLR 1.0 SOL, mixed media, 24” x 36”

larmstrong@waremalcomb.com  |  www.lraart.com

LAWRENCE R. ARMSTRONG

26



Where To Begin, acrylic on canvas with resin, 48” x 48”

barbarabilotta@optonline.net  |  www.barbarabilotta.com

BARBARA BILOTTA

27



Marie Jeanne Lamartiniere at the Crete a Pierrot, acrylic on canvas, 60” x 30”

origeninc@aol.com  |  www.patriciabrintle.com

PATRICIA BRINTLE

28



Spirit Soaring, acrylic on canvas, 30” x 30”

jewell@cundiffdesign.com  |  www.cundiffdesign.com

JEWELL CUNDIFF

29



In The Heat of The Day, water, liquid acrylic, and ink, 20” x 30”

lcutlerstudio@aol.com  |  www.louisecutlerstudio.com

LOUISE CUTLER

30



The Ice Kingdom, acrylic on canvas, 20” x 24”

pascaledefrancq@live.fr  |  www.expositionpeinture.com

PASCALE DEFRANCQ

31



Infinite Wisdom, acrylic on canvas, 26” x 36”

Kdevenitch@gmail.com  |  www.KaiDevenitch.com

KAI DEVENITCH

32



Memento Mori, sculpture, wood carving, red wood, metal, 19” x 12” x 12”

rmrstudio@hotmail.com  |  www.shawnfarester.com

SHAWN FARESTER

33



The Nature of Grace, mixed media, 48” x 30”

hwang.mimi@gmail.com  |  www.mimihwangart.com

MIMI HWANG

34



Steal Away, pencil, 30” x 22”

buenavisonart@gmail.com  |  www.artbybuena.com

BUENA JOHNSON

35



Stairway to Heaven, Gloucester Harbor, Massachusetts, oil on canvas, 16” x 20”

davidronaldjones@gmail.com  |  www.davidronaldjones.com

DAVID RONALD JONES

36



Papilion, photography, 12” x 12”

mj@michaeljoseph.com  |  www.michaeljoseph.com

MICHAEL JOSEPH

37



Untitled 295, mixed media collage, 30” x 30”

jamiekost@gmail.com  |  www.jamiekost.com

JAMIE KOST

38



Box Chevy, digital inking and painting, 36” x 36”

alexlanierart@gmail.com  |  www.alexlanierart.com 

ALEX LANIER

39



Voyage to Nowhere, digital media, 30” x 20”

am837@aol.com  |  www.cartgalleryonline.com 

ALAN MAHOOD

40



The Gold of Victory, framed sculpture finished on 24kt gold leaves, 47.25” x 19.75” x 10.5”

sales@maranellodesign.com  |  www.maranellodesign.com

MARANELLO DESIGN

41



Schemata, acrylic on canvas, 60” x 48”

rose@masterpol.com  |  www.masterpol.com

ROSE MASTERPOL

42



The 4th Station of the Cross, graphite on smooth cold press illustration board, 21” x 20”

dm@danmenta.com  |  www.danmentafineart.com

DAN MENTA

43



Blue Jean, oil on canvas, 45” x 20”

ndt62@yahoo.com  |  www.thuynguyenart.com

NGUYEN DIEU THUY

44



Bouquet from the Morning Garden, oil on canvas, 39” x 39”

ndha68@yahoo.com  |  www.springgallery.vn

NGUYEN DIEU HA

45



Will Bees Save Each Other, photography on paper, 15” x 11”

studio@annapaolapizzocaro.com  |  www.annapaolapizzocaro.com

ANNA PAOLA PIZZOCARO

46



Buddha, recycled computer keys, 59” x 52”

dougpowellart@aol.com  |  www.DougPowellArt.com

DOUG POWELL

47



The Golden Progenitor, watercolor and gold leaf on arches paper, 32” x 22”

alex@alexrighetto.art  |  www.alexrighetto.art

ALEX RIGHETTO

48



Edge of the Ocean 3, 3D wall sculpture, 36” x 36”

rowlandfineart@gmail.com  |  www.rowlandfineart.com

COLLIN ROWLAND

49



Brazilian Falls, acrylic on canvas, 36” x 24”

art.susannnerussell@gmail.com  |  www.saatchiart.com/sultry

SUSAN ANNE RUSSELL

50



The Risk of the Roots, acrylic on canvas with spanish moss, 30” x 40”

sabree@sabreesgallery.com  |  www.sabreesgallery.com

SABREE

51



Spirit, metal sculpture, made from demolition derby cars, 3’ x 6’ x 10’

mostwantedfineart@gmail.com  |  www.mostwantedfineart.com

JASON SAUER - MOST WANTED FINE ART

52



Giverny #2, digital photograph, 36” x 24”

angela.schapiro@gmail.com

ANGELA P. SCHAPIRO

53



Wild Blue, 45 different species of old stock domestic and imported woods, recycled paper,

brass cooper, bronze, and aluminum, 48.75” x 18.5” x 30.25”

bruce@mosartfurniture.com  |  www.mosartfurniture.com

BRUCE M. SCHUETTINGER ISFD / MOSART, INC.

54



Series #3, Project #2, digital, 27” x 20”

info@anthonyscime.com  |  www.anthonyscime.com

ANTHONY SCIME

55



Forever Blue, kilnformed glass, 43” diameter

cathymshepherd@verizon.net  |  www.cathymshepherd.glass

CATHY SHEPHERD

56



The Majesty of Purple, acrylic on gallery wrapped canvas, 36” x 36”

pfineart@yahoo.com  |  www.phyllisshipleyfineart.com

PHYLLIS SHIPLEY

57



Rainbows at Sea, pouring medium, 36” x 60”

rsora53@gmail.com  |  www.roxysora.com

ROXY SORA

58



Papilion, mixed media on canvas with resin, 40” x 26”

robertswedroe@gmail.com  |  www.swedroeart.com 

ROBERT M. SWEDROE

59



Different Angles, acrylic on canvas, 30” x 30”

artbyjasonwilson@yahoo.com  |  www.artbyjasonwilson.com

JASON WILSON

60



You’ve heard it said, behind every great man, is an even greater woman. 

Elaine was the strong silent one, so graceful and always considerate. I was the one that was 
loud, a spinning big-top showman (like P.T. Barnum). I just never stopped moving or talking. 

TTogether, we took risks with no regrets or guaranteed rewards. We humbly did things just to see 
if we could really do it, and to have fun. Our thoughts become our actions, and with believing 
came achieving. Elaine had a cute nickname for me, “Pinarrot”, combining Pinocchio and Parrot. 
I can still see her smile and hear her laughter, every time I would tell her about my new idea, 
concept, or project. Because she knew I must have heard it, read it, or seen it elsewhere and now 
I think “I can do that better.” Well, truth be told, that’s exactly how Artblend came to be.

TheThe short story behind the company name came after a long exhausting search, trying to pair the 
word “art” with another word. Everything was taken. One morning in the kitchen my attention 
turns to Elaine's beloved coffee, in which the bag reads: “Dark Roast Blend”, and that’s it, 
eureka! Artblend. 

WWe first met in the music business during our youthful years, Elaine said, “I had the Midas touch.” 
Perhaps so, but I told her I do not want to see, smell, or touch the gold. She was absolutely the best 
at handling all the behind-the-scenes activity and responsibilities that it takes to operate a successful 
business. She was sincerely the “unsung hero” in our life and career together, 37 years. 

I would continually remind her quite simply, “my happiness is, your happiness” and “it’s not so 
serious to act important all the time, it’s just to act serious at the time of what is important.” We 
always knew what was important. 

AtAt age 14, a traumatic experience would forever effect Elaine's life in this world. Her little brother 
Shawn (age 7) tragically passed in an automobile accident. Elaine displayed the strength and 
courage of a heavy-weight boxing champion getting up from a ferocious blow. Like a prize 
fighter, she said to me “you get your body and mind conditioned to fight, you prepare for the 
punches, but it’s the one you don’t expect or see coming that knocks you out.” I stood her up 
and in her corner for life - with unconditional love, compassion, and understanding. I valued her 
as my personal spiritual guide. I admired that she had some invisible superpower; something 
special and extraospecial and extraordinary. Now, I know. 

In our relationship, there was “Being and Doing” and there is a big difference between the two. 
We simply enjoyed “Being” – sitting, holding hands, sleeping, watching a sunset, walking, 
laughing, eating, praying, and loving. We often took time out from “Doing” – the working, goals, 
money, accomplishments, objects, appointments, here and there, and “choosing to do this, that, 
and the other thing.” (JFK)

Lying, cheating, and stealing. These are personality characteristics viewed as flaws. However, I 
had a saying for this as well. It goes like this...If you are going to lie - lie to protect your best 
friend. If you are going to cheat - then get up early, stay up late, and cheat death. If you are going 
to steal - steal the heart of a true love and cherish it forever.

THE LAST WORD



It was a beautiful sunny South Florida afternoon. Everything was normal (our normal) - I took her 
toenail polish off, bathed her, got her pj’s on, and a little something to eat. I kissed her, told her I 
love her, and she whispered the same back. I suggested she rest in bed, and I will be back inside 
in a few hours to sit with her. That day, I had pre-planned to move about 250 bricks (1000 
pounds) that were stacked on the side of the house. After about 2 hours of hard labor, truth be 
told, I heard a gentle voice saying, “Michael, feel all this weight and pain, that’s a fraction of what 
she has been carrying. Its time now, go into the house.”

II entered our bedroom with tip-toe silence, I went over to her bed side, she appeared to be 
sleeping like a baby. I gently spoke ...“Bean, Bean wake up, Bean.”  

ElaineElaine and I did more communicating with our eyes, mind, and heart than we did with speech. In 
fact, we practiced our telepathy and spirituality. In her final act of brilliance, as her eyes shown 
like the sun, I witnessed her heavenly gaze of wonder fixed on the only black and white 
photograph that was in our house, which auspiciously she had selected long ago from my 
multitude of photographs. A photo of a bridge during a summer sunset rainstorm (titled: 
Overpass). Her telling me to continue with my passion - traveling and making photos. 

II settled my “magic hands” (her term), ever so lightly on her chest, over her heart, and assisted 
her onward to a blissful transformation. Thank you, Elaine and God, for the once in a lifetime 
assignment. I remain in reverence.

II always felt since our first date, that I would be on borrowed time with this girl - this soul. To use 
a sports analogy (her Yankees vs. me Red Sox), we played nine, it was a tie game, and heading 
into extra innings. You could feel the excitement building as the batter steps to the plate and 
“crack” - it’s a “walk-off home run.” Game over. Who says, “you can't go home.” Home she is - 
where she longed to be. No tragedy, only Victory! 

I will stop talking now, and with all due honor and respect - the last word by Elaine Michelle...
““You are a good man, Michael Joseph. This is a diabolical world; I am going to the promise 
land...peace out.”
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